nt Poſtchat oper, an- 
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Prime Miniſters, Se. oy _ 
a 
LY has been the jut Oben 3 
2 of Travellers, That no one Mai : 
is more to be diſtinguiſhed from 
another by his Features, that 
one Nation is from another b 
its peculiar Turn of Gen 5 
The Manners of every Country © 
4 are ſo adapted to the particular 
Form of Governatent, that prevails amongſt them: 4 
that it is | ſcarce poſſible to alter the one, without - 
- firſt debauching the other. The ſeveral Revolutions, 
that haye happened in the States of Europe, are 0 a 
many Demonſtrations of this Truth. It ſeeming df . ; 
deed to have been the Wiſdom of reren 
Hlabliſh ſo evident a Teſt, by which every N tien 
might plainly perceive What Steps muſt KR | ij 
+ cad to their Deſtruction, that ſo no Nation miShe, 
E d, but by. gs © own Conſent. | "It therelfe 
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n 3 
at any Time a Fre Proven (by Nature hardy, 

' by Cuſtom frugal and induſtrious, and by their Si- 
uation incapable of ſubſiſting but by their own La- 
| hour, ManufaRures and Trade), ſhould behold 

Luxury, Sloth, Vice and Corruption breaking in 
upon them, like a Torrent; and ſhould diſcover a 
Nan iu bigh "Station to be the Promoter of this 

deſtructiye Change of Manners: they can no longer 
doubt that He is engaged in a Deſign to enflave 
them. And if ſuch a Nation ſhould tamely ſuffer 
their Corrupter to continue in the Exerciſe of 
Power, they may juſtly be accuſed of conſenting to 
their own Ruin; for Stateſmen are not eafily ſright- 
ned from their Purpoſe; mych leſs are they ſubject 

to Repentance for their Crimes. Neceſſity drives 

them on; and He, who has once made an open 
Attaek upon the Conſtitution of his Country, will 
never think himſelf ſafe from publick Juſtice, but by 
its total Subverſion; which therefore He muſt ac- 
i Saf the Peril of his Heat. 

Ih here is no Singularity in the Genius of the 
FBritiſh Nation, that has been more remarked bßß 
Foreigners, nor more cenſured by police Writers 
( who were born under abſolute Governments ) than 

our ſtrong Inclination to a Change of Mimiflers ; but 

had theſe Gentlemen been better acquainted with = 
us, they would have found this Love of Change ne- 
ver grew to any Height till the Power, which our 

Conſtitution diſtributes amongſt ſeveral Miniſters, 

was all gentured in one May. And to our Honour 

be it ſaid, there is no Turn more peculiar to a 

Briton, none that has more frequently preſerved our 

Liberties, than that inſyperable Hatred to a PRIME 

MixIis TER, which has always prevailed in this 
Kingdom. It may well be called our Palladium. 
_-Whilſt we retain That, our Conſtitution muſt be 

cut of Danger ; whenſocver we are debauched from | 


a>. if 1 


8 
+ >. A 8 , py; 
a 
. 5 
6 
* . 


F 5 wo, a . 7 wy —_ 
« oc... wb .,. .u a0. 4 


nn 


© - Soy Qs © . po 1 ... Ä ⁰M˙M...̃ꝗ¾ é. ̃ĩ1¹ V eee ] »u¹ TL! 


„ 


2 


it, we, like 1 the "eſt of our betten, 


ty, that Great Britain ſhould be ripened for C Chains, 
but by ſuch a Creature of Power; and proportion- 
ed tò the Hazard our Conſtitution i is in by a PRI 


| Ages to this Preliminary Brant. 


alarm us. Several great and able Men, jointly en- 


the only Model of Government ſuited to the Le- 


nite in his particular Intereſt; but his main Sup- 


ar with them a large Body of the Nation, and 


preſerve to Them their Popularity amongſt their Fels  *, 


valent, even in Point ot Incerclt, to the Loſs of their 


ane ambitious Man. Can ſuch an one - ſubliſt by 
any Art, but That of Corruption? He can have no 
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come Slaves. For it ſeems next to an Impo Mibili- * 9 
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MixIs TER, has been the national Antipathy in _ 
"4 

Whilſt Power is lodged in many Hands, we 

both obey and cheriſh it. There is nothing in it to 


gaged in one Adminiſtration, but acting indepen- 
dant of one another in their different Stations, is 


aria ſuited to the very Genius of the Britiſh 
ation, Miniſters, on ſuch a Foot, are mutual 
Checks upon each other; each of them has his di» 
ſtinct Set of Adherents, ſome of whom Alliance, 


Friendſhip, Eſteem, and perhaps Expectations u- 


pore muſt be the Character he bears in his Couns * 
ry. When a Number of fuch great Men join, they 


cannot therefore act but upon Principles, that may 


o- Subjects, Such a Miniſtry is built upon the 
ſtrong Baſis of the People s Affection. It is Th, 
which gives Them Strength to do their Maſter's Bu- 
fineſs, and their Maſter can offer ſuch Men no Dea © 
fees of Power or Wealth, that would be an Equt- 


Charager. 7 
Reverſe this noble Profp ect, and behold: the 


Power of many Miniſters "Senn 1p into the Fiſt * 


rfonal Intereſt, to draw any Numbers along with 
Men of. rea Worth and Influence 1 in cheir- 8 
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3 Game of every PrME MryisTeR in this 


fore in Weight, the PRIME MINIS TER muſt endea- 


vour to ſupply in Numbers. And as he cannot 
gain Theſe by his natural Strength, he muſt intro- 
duce an eminate Luxury, that may ſupplant the 


innate Sturdineſs, for which the En gliſb have ſo 
long been famous, and by corrupting our Manners, 
he may come to corrupt our Votes. And it he can, 
by an extravagant Way of living amongſt the Gen- 


try, bring many of them into a neceſſitous Depen- 
dance, He may for ſome Time maintain his Power 


againſt the Bent of a whole People. But even This 
muſt fail him; for as Corruption is the Prime. Mi- 
, NISTER'S (ole Inſtrument of Stare, ſo That by De- 
grees will grow ſo very craving, that he will find it 
hard to ſatisfy. Then it is, that He becomes de- 

ſperate in bis Projects; his Creatures are no longer 
true to him than whilſt they are feeding; his other 
Fellow - Subjects ( oppreſsꝰd and plundered to gorge 

-Theſe ) are all united to his Ruin; and he has no 
other Method leſt to ſcreen himſelf from their Re- 


lentments, than by throwing into his Maſter's Hand 


ſuch an abſolute Power, as may be ſufficient to pro- 
tect him againſt the whole Kingdom, if his Maſter 
be weak enough to Rand pan the narrow Bottom 
of his Miniſter. 
This has been, and This — be the deſperate 
RD 

try. Juſtiy therefore is ſuch an one the Object of 
the People's Hatred. Should we ranſack che Bri- 


1 ſb Hiſtory,” we ſhall find our wiſeſt Monarchs had 


no ſuch Miniſter; and amongſt thoſe. Princes, who. 


had, we learn that ſome were betrayed by their 
"mn anon as ſoon as H= ſa y the ſovereign Foyer i 


. 


Country are _—_ his is Equal; ( perhaps — 4 
riors) not to ſcorn to act under him. Men of 
great Abilities will ſcarce employ them as the mean | 
- Tools of another's Power. What He wants there- 
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was too 5 Wesk t to o projet him; others, 4 we hs iſt” 
both their Crown and Life in too obſtinate an Ad- 


T - herence to a bated Favourite; and ſome, tho very 
ca- few, have ſaved themſelves, by honourably giving 
ot | | up a wicked Miniſter to the Juſtice of an injured 


ro- Nation. Io ſet This in a clear Light, I ſhall e. A 
he run through all the Reigns, from the e down 4 
ſo to the Reſtoration. 4 


5, WIIIIAu THE Fmsr, who was by Nita ee 

n, med to keep, as well as gain a Crown, never would 4 
n- truſt his Power in ene Hand. But when the moſt 1 
ns - potent of his Miniſters (Odo, Biſhop of Bapehæ _ 
er and Earl of Kent) had, by his rapacious- Manage- 

is ment of the publick Money, amaſs'd a mighty 


8 Treafure, and was forming a Scheme to eftabliſh * © 
... | bimeif independent of his Mafter, the Hiſtorian x Er 


it informs us, that the wiſe King © took him from Hiſt ot 
3 « amidſt a Confluence of Noblemen and Gentry, S⸗ 7 
r © who attended on Him, and at once difappoint- '% : 112 | 
Cr « ed all his ambirious Views, by a ſiri& Impri-? , * 
. 15 cc ſonment, and he was afterwards obliged to ab- 1 4 


0 ce jure the Realm. 1 
. WII IIA Tae SeconD, whom our Hiſtories re- 108. 
; preſent as a Prince of a fierce and avaritious Tem-Þ: ae 
. per, was wholly under the Influence of Ranulp þ_ Hiſt. * 
Biſbop of Durbam, who, by new Methods 5 92 _ 
; ſqueezing and oppreſſing the People, ſo fed his 7417 
Maſter's inſatiable Thirſt after Money, as to be- 1 8 
come the principal Director of his Counſels. His 
| male Adminiſtration diſpoſed the Subjects to re- 
volt. One Conſpiracy broke out in the Year 1095; , - 
and another more formidable was ripe for Execu- * _ 
tion, when the King's Death prevented it. He 
was killed i in the ne Forreſt by one Walter Yyrr s; 1 | 
- whether by Miſchance, or by Deſign, is not agreed; 
but the Hiſtorian + tells us, © That this Feber, * 2 
| OF * Wight i have- had an F abſolute  Goveruens' _ 1 e 4 
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: | both himſelf and his People milerabſe. 
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* but ſeeking to cſtabliſh it by Forte, he made 


Hyngy Tis Fnsr, who is juſtly 1 4 


o. amongſt rhe wiſe? of our Princes, had no Pains . 
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z. „ burden the Country; by making frequent Pro- 
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Bid, 1 
123 · into en — the Nation rerolted . 1585 4 1 
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Mintisres. He ſought out the moſt able Men iii 
his Kingdom for the Offices of State, preterring : & 
ſuch only as were acceptable to the People, The 
a of Hiſtorian obſerves, That he took the beſt Couf. 
gland, © ſes to pleaſe and gratify his Subjects; by ſcein 

2 L „ himſelf that no Corruption, or Oppreſſion ſhoul 


« greſſes to obſerve how his Realm was order'd in 

. © every Part of it; by being affable and caſy of 

&« Acccls, ſo that all might enjoy his Company ; _ 

< and by being hoſpitable, ſo that all might ſhare | 

of his good Cheer. 7 

20 Nothing ſo much endeared him to o the Nation, as 

* the commiting to a ſtreight and loachſome Priſon 

4.1. e Ranulpb of Durbam, the PRIME MINIS TER and 


p þ 219. “ Opprefſor of the former Reign,” And after 


That, when one of his own Miniſtry, Robert Earl 
ef Mallent, had by his Conduct incurred the 
Peoples Hatred, « he firſt diſgraced him, and then 
„ ſtript him of his vaſt Eſtate. 


vas elected to the Crown upon this Conſideta- 
tion; that by preferring one, whoſe I itle was | 


their ancient Liberties, than they could be un- 

* der one, that came to the Throne by lineal De- 

<& ſcent. Accordingly the Fealty ſworn to him 
* was upon Condition that he obſerved the Te- 
nor of a Charter, wherein the Rights and Liber- . 
ties of the Subject were declared.” But his 

| Paws, Mintsrss Alberic de Ver having led him 
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KINO STEPHEN, according to our Hiſtorians, 8 


« weak, the Nation might be better ſecured in 
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| him 2 to 8 . 2 2 2 was 2 l 8 
Heir of th&Crown by Deſcent: She too Rad a 1 
Fan Manrsres, the Biſbop f Mincbeſter, who 
= Brother ro Stephen had ſet the ume. "oo 6. 
| her Head; but in whom ſhe repoſed too great 4 * 
5 Confidence. For this ambitious Stateſman (per: 410. 
cCeiving the Londoners averſe: to Maud, and Nath. % | 
the whole Nation began to diffike her) conſulted 130. 
his own Intereſt by a private Treaty wit MY m. g 
petitor, and having obtained his own Terms, Gbli- 
ged his Royal Miſtfels to quit the Kingdom, and 
ret ire to her own Dominions beyond Sea. ä 
Henzr ThE Srcoxp in all his Reign had but 1133 
one PRIME Mix IS TER; to whom all the Troubles, _ 
or the Seeds at lealt of all the Troubles of his Life 
were owing. This was the famous Thomas Becket, thid. ] 
who was for ſome Years the - ſole Manager of all p. 134. 
1 Affairs of State, and was intruſted with the Care 40. 
Io the Education of the King's eldeſt Son. But 
this wicked Miniſter was no ſooner raiſed. to an in- 
dependent State, than he entred into an open 1 | 
poſit ion to his Maſter; diſtreſſed him in all his 
Councils; and concerted ſuch Meaſures with . 
the young Prince, who had been under his Tuiti- 20g 
on, as produced an open Rupture between the Fa. id. 
ther and Son, which laſted. even after the Au- 143. 
thor of it had been long bury'd ; and to which the 
ill Conduct of Queen Eleanor not a little contri- 
buted. Many indeed have imputed all the Diſ- 
aſters of this unhappy Reign (which ended in a 
Conſpiracy of the two Sons againſt their Father, ibid. 
that broke his Heart) to the Judgments of Heaven 133. } 
| the King, inaſmuch as he had ſinned Nervous 49 
the Laws of Nature and of Conſcience in the - - i 
- ginning of his Reign, by an open Violation and: J 
min io his WN Will. 1 45 
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4 2 Bans itt Fist, as he ſpent the ——_ | 
7. Part of his Time beyond Sen, fo he unhappily veſt- 
* ad:his, hel Power in the narrow Hands uf cue 2 
mie Minisrza, the. Biſbop of Ely; who ſoon 
| 5 this Authority, independent of his Master. 
-: Hiſtory, informa us, that Fab not ouly impriſoned. 


and Sppteſt the King's beſt Subjects. but cven 


turnen t his perſonal Favourites. He excluded 


the Nobtlity and thoſe Miniſters, whom the King 
had jained in Commiſſion with him, from any 
Share of Govemment, and acted in ſo arbitrary 
aud inſolent a Manner, as render d him odious to 
the whole Kingdom. The Nation, no longer able 
to btar with his Oppreſſion, invited from beyond 
Des Rerl ahm, who had thereby an Opportunity 
_ of alluring the Government, whilſt his unhappy 


" Berber the the King (being taken Priſoner by the 
Eanperor, in his =. anne from the Holy Land) had. 
well nigh loſt _=_ Lite and Kingdom, by thus im- 
prudentiy putting the Reins of Government into cc 
the Mende of of one ill cboſen Miniſter, who could 9 
not hold them. ; c 
1 hos. RINGO Jon, who ſucceeded 1 was a poor, jj ; 
= ek Prince, govern'd by the Man, who had the, t 
beſt Addrcis to flatter him, and moſt of all by ry 
ſueh, WhO offered him new Methods of na | 7 h 
Money on the People. By this Secret Hubert, 4 
Ache of Canterbury, became the ſole Director n 
ot his Councils; which he conducted in ſuch aa P 
arbitrary Manner, as to raiſe a civil War; in the | Þ 
very Beginning of which, this pecuniary Projector C 
"dyed. + His Succeſſor in Favour and in Power was th 
Jo Gray, a Nurfolk Man, who for his private in 
ntereſt (as the Hiſtorian reports) engaged his „ 


Maſter firſt in iale Conteſis abroad with the Pope 
and the King of France ; and then perſuaded him 
1 10 mean” © Submiſſions to thee voy” Encmics, be 4 
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bad re ee fate. Aiden "Uifen 
— 3 offer Tnilight 


till the unhappy Monarch himſeK,; Being in thi 
deſerted on al} Hands, was poiſoned at 


loved. 


| ® payas be leaſed, aud not accortliny to their Ali England, 


canvinced of this Miniſtry's Fb, in opere 
_ the” Prraſine of tne Nation in' fruitleſs and ſhamb-— 


ſent the King Word they would nor come te“ 
* Purliament, tiff he removed the Biſhop of Mn. 1 


n 


1 for the Nation 28 not b 
ties to the King 
Kingdom, with Impunity. This Norfols . 

being mir become che Obje& of xhe Pe F 
ered, next procured for his Maffey «- eonfidetatlÞ | 
Body ot foreign Troops, which he kept in Fay if 
order to auler his own Subjects; and'rhiv* | 
Step drew on an Invaſion ; ſo that our ma 
Councry was waſted by r w/o contending -. 


| "4 A 
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ind PE. 
Abbey, and died unpitied, as he had lived unde 68. 
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Fenty THE TrixD, a Prince an to Kazic 
Wiſtom trom his Father's Misforrunes, was alf Kit 

Lie a wrerched” Prey to Favourites. High, ors =» 
Hubert as Burgh was the firſt; of whom tel 3 
Hittorian ſays, That he forced" the Prople ie Hill. of 


« ties.“ is 111 Conduct bred ani ſurrectiom a- J 12 
gainſt the Ring, who at length forſodk him; being 


id. 7 4 


ful Expeditions, and of his Fraud, in apply ing no 
{mall Share of it to his own private Uſe ; 5 aa oe” 
his male Adminiftratiun' he was both diſgra | 
and impriſoned. But no ſooner was' the'poor” New"? 
narch detjvered from this deſtructive Engrofſer Hal, 
Power; than he fell into the Hands of anotfet; 
Perer, Bithop: of Ninc beer. This Man and his 
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Crearures fo harraſsd the Kingdom with Tae, 
that the King was forced to ſummon a Parliament, v8 


in order to prevent' a civil War. The Bar un. 


” TY his Courr; which: ir be refuſed). 5 
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hey would turn him and his evil Coun- 
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which was then as much as 800,000 would be at this \ 
„. Time. To this wiſe Prince we owe the beſt Laws 1 
8, in Being to this Day, for ſecuring the. Liberties 1 
and Properties of the Subject; for he in all Things L 
„ conſulted his People's Intereſt and their Inclination 0 
5 rather than his own. And in nothing was his Sa- 8 
g ccity more remarkable, than in foretelling his 1 
= Son's unhappy Fate. . 5 11 
an 2 - Epward | 
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13 

W us) was very popular at firſt. Never Prince N 

Ss came to the Crown with greater Love and more ol 

R general Applauſe of all his Sud jects, than he " x 
* did; which might have been ſecured to him ö ante 


, e by a little wiſe Management. But when it a- 
7 cared he hated all bis Father's real Friends, and ibid. - 
4 that he violated his Father's laſt Will, by recalling "Y 
3 Gaveſton from Baniſnment, the Averſion to him 
grew as univerſal as the Applauſe had been. His : 
) Prime Miniſter Gaveſton became ſo odious to the ibid. py. 
[ Nation, that the Nobles roſe in Arms apainſt him, 2. 4 
| and having ſeized 97 75 him, they executed him . 20% 
ä without a Tryal. This Minien was no ſooner de- ; 
ſtroyed, than two others aroſe in his Stead; thep. 206. ; 
Sßpenſers, Father and Son. Theſe Men fo vexed p. 207. 
the People with their arbitrary Impoſitions, that it 4 
drew on a civil War; in which one of the Spenſers p. 209, 
was taken by the Nobles, and put to Death as 42210. 
Traytor ; and the poor Monarch himſelf loſt his 
Crown and his Liſe ſoon after. | 
EpwWwARD THE Thixp, in his Minority, vas. 
under the uſurp'd Tuition of the Queen his Mo- bd. K. 
ther. During her weak Adminiſtration, Mortimer, 211. 
was ſole Miniſter. His baſe Murder of the depoſ- bid. . 
ed King, his ſcandalous Treaty with the Scots,,, go 4 
his rapacious Sale of publick Offices, and his open "I 
| Robbery. of the Nation's Treaſure, had fo diſho- 
toured and incenſed the whole Kingdom, that 
whilſt he was wholly taken up with inventing ner 
Methods for aggrandizing himſelf and all his 
Kindred, the Nobles conſpired to ſeize upon his Per- * 
fon; which being done, they forced the Queen to 
call a Parliament; in which ſhe herſelf was ftript 
of all her ill-condu&ed Authority, and her Minion 
Mortimer was hang'd and drawn at Tyburn,”” 


Dyring- the reſt of this long and e Reign, m. 
5 there 
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watchful Care over our Britih 
factures, and the wiſe As ot Parliament paſſed by 


T 


Tx" 
Fog was. no en, ye Minifer, but many "if thole 
Stateſmen, wham the King employed, were at dif- 
: ferent Tunes called by him to a ſtri Account for 
Wit. of baſe Practices, in rai ing oppreſſive Taxes, and for 
Aland, corrupt Dealing in the Treaſury. 


The Chancellor, | 


G7 1B 
. 

1 
11 


* Treaſurer, Chief Juſtice, and Five more, were 


for theſe Crimes impriſoned in the Year 1349; 
Hand the Archbiſhop 
for the ſame ill Conduct in 1341. The ſevere Pu- 
nifſhments inflicted by 


to repreſs Luxury and Vice of every Kind; his 
Trade and Manu- 


him, tor the Encouragement and Improvement of 
our ſtaple Commodities; the many glorious Suc- 


ceſſcs his Arms were bleſt with Abroad, and the 


happy Quiet his Subjects enjoyed at home, are all 

ol them ſo Demonſtrations, that this great 

King was not in 1 the Hands of a Prime Miniſter. 
RicHaRDTHE SECOND, by not treading in 


. of theſe. Steps, loſt both his Crown and his Life. 
gland, The Hiſtorian relates, 


** Throne with great Advantages; the People 
« were enamoured with him, and received him 


5 8 for their King, with univerſal Joy and Satisfac- 
tion ; the Loſs ot their brave King, 


ſo lately de- 


« ceaſed, was quite torgotten, being Twallowed. up 
*. with the Hopes ot taat Happincls, which they 
e promiſed themſelves under this his Succeſfor.” 


But the Scene was ſo: entirely changed in a few 
Tears Time, and the Taxes grew ſo inſupportable, 
(more from the Method of collefting them, than 
uantity) that one Rebellion was no 


from their Qu 
ſooner quzll'd, than another broke out. 


The King 


himſelf ſeem'd only to have aſſumed the Govern- ig 


ment, that he might. throw his own. Lone, iuto 


of - Canterbury was diſgraced 


this wiſe Monarch on cor- 
. rupt Judges; the wholeſome Laws made by Him 


That he came to the 


rhe” 
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de da Pole, Fail of Suffolk. He had grown ſo ſud-,16id, p. | 


Grants irom the Crown to ½ and 
by oppreſſing the Subjects with illegal Taxes, for 


gil Counſel, 


his Eſtate, and to diſcountenance thoſe Nobles 


* was to dethrone him by ane his firſt Vol. 1. 


that the King is not fit to rule, who knows 
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lewly jrom a. low 10 4 rich Eſtate, Dy Bribery in 255. 
bus Office, and by embeziing the publiak Money, by®: 356: 


which he afterwards compounded with them in pri- 2 
vate; that in the End, the Parliament petitioned. is 
the King to remove him from his Councils; and 
the King, being in no Condition to diſpute the. 

Point, at length conſented to this Demand. And 

« then (ſays the Hiſtorian ) it appeared how good — 
« Prince King Richard was, when ſeparated ſrom 154. 


N 


*The guilty Miniſter was with the Royal Ap-; 
e probation depoſed from all his Offices; his Eſtate. 
6 of 1000 J. a Year (equal to 10, ooo l. now) was I 
te confilcated, and he was fined in Twenty Thouſane 
ce Merks. But the poor Monarch could not long 
hold the Reins of Government himſelf; he ſoonn 


5 5 


352M 
choſe another Prime Miniſter, full as wicked as ers 
the former, Robert Duke of Ireland. His firſtt 


Step was to ſcreen Michael de la Pole ; he perſwa- = 


* 8 
„ rr 


ded the King to remit his Fine, and reſtore him t e 
who had procured his Diſgrace; telling his de- 2 
luded Sovereign, That the main Aim of thoſe ig. 4 
* Nebles, who procured the Sentence on Pole, Zngland, 


« Miniſter; for that it was an eaſy Inference, P. 257“ 


not whom to truſt. . By theſe and ſuch like Ar- 

* guments the King was wrought up to the Ruin 
«© of thoſe Lords, whom. theſe bad Miniſters ac- _ 
© counted their Enemies. Several Projects were 
tormed to deſtroy them by Force; but the unixerſal 1% 
Love the Nation bore them made this impractica- _ . 
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&« of London on a Hurdle, and hanged at H- 
burn. After this publick Act of Jaltice, the 
Nation was at Quiet tor- ſome few Years, till the 
Earl of Rutland (after that created Duke of Au- 


plwKliſb'd the Ruin of the Dake of Ireland and Earl 
4 „ of Suffolk. He therefore pac d a Houſe of Com- 


495. del and others to be impeached, condemned and 
2 executed. This, and many other Acts of Op- 
1 preſſion, ſo diſguſted the City of London (from 
2 280: whence the Bilguſt ſpread through the whole 
Kingdom) that every Thing was ripe for a civil 
War. In this Condition were Affairs, when the 


Maſter's Ruin, perſwaded him to go over to his 
E. p. landed, than the Duke of Lancaſter, with a ſmall 


1281. Body of Foreiga 'Troops, invaded this Kingdom ; 
and having ſeized upon ſome of the chief Inſtru- 


tain d his s* Crown, had they adher'd to him ; Fe 


— 
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| i a Parliament 1 
14 In © Thar too was found impoſſible, the Nation be 
iꝛng in a Flame againſt the Court. Theſe Attempts, I 
proving unſucceſsful, produced a civil War, in 
i Bid: 7. which the Miniſterial Forces being routed, - the 
i Duke of Ireland and the Earl of Suffolk were both' 
Ep. 36;. forced ro fly from publick Juſtice. But the chief 
$ ce Tool of their Power, Sir Robert Treſilian, being 

& ſeized, was condemned in Parliament, and, pur- 
« ſuant to their Sentence, drawn through the City 


7G 


E merle) became Prime Miniſter. He, fearing: the 
| Fate of his Predeceſſots, reſolved to remove thoſe. 
ſturdy Patriots out of the Way, who had accom- 


(rh mons by wicked Means, and got the Earl of Arun- 


ROE GE CLE PIO CO . YT CR ep 


- Prime Miniſter, as if deſignedly to compleat his 


Dominion of land; where he had no ſooner 


nig. of ments of the Miniſter's Tyranny, and put them to 

If England, Death, was by the whole Nation received as their 
Vel. 1. p. Deliverer. The King, upon this News, returned 
833- from lIreland, with an Army ſufficient to have main- 
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"fer wes | Figetiey,. har may het n= 19 >” 4 
Prime Miniſters ! The Duke of Aumerls, to whom» 4 
_ the: preſent Diſtreſs of the King's Afairs was A 
_ chiefly owing, was the fir that deſerted him ʒ . 7. 
diſmiſs'd his beſt Troops, and fled over to ei | 
th il Duke of Lancaſter, with 3 Men. Richard the 


N 
M7 


ef Secoud was ſoon after himſelf betrayed into the 4 4 
g Hands ot his Enemy; depoſed from the Throne. 28642; 
r- | by his Parliament ; and at laſt a in * 267; 1 
ty Friſon. J 
5 Hieury the Fourth, who ſucceeded * 45 bei 300 * 
he came to the Crown by the People's. Choice, ſo he 

he maintained himſelf in the Poſſcſſion of it, by con- 

= ſulting theic Intereſt. He never placed his Power 

he out of his own Hands; his Reign was indeed 

ſe diſturbed by civil Wars, which his diſputed Title, 

i- ' and he Burden of neceſſary Taxes drew upon 
rl him; for, as the Hitorian obſerves, People 0, . 
i- wor love to buy even Happineſs too dear, Bur bis 35. 
1— wile Conduct, the able Miniſters he employ d, 1 
d and the Equality he maintain d in the Diſtribution * : 
I ot his Favours, with his conſtant Care of the Trade 
m and Honour of this Nation, made him at laſt a 


le Viccor over all his Enemies, both at home and 

il | abroad, and laid the Foundation of his Son's Great 
ne ness and Glory. . - ; 
is Heury the Fifth, during his ſhore bur glorious 1013. 9 
is Reign, had no Prime Miniſter.” The Hiſtorianibid. uo 
er. fl ſays, He choſe his Counſellors am the 396+ 

il | _< graveſt and wiſeſt of his Nobility ; he went inibi. 
1 -*< Progreſs through many Parts of his Kingdom, 33% 
and received all Complaints of Male- zan, 

o « tion with Chearfulneſs, even from. the 

ir . . of his People. All Abuſes of his Autry bs he - 

d 2 immediately reform'd, not dun Of : 
= | © of bis. Miniſters, when he tou abby». 4 


t 1 of ieee, ths, 1 7 That oc } 
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a: «Thy hkg* n ata, to His Sia, which 24 
* vas wounded by their Injuſtice, He could have 
e no Motive to Wer them; but puniſh them the _ 
* more ſeverely .; becauſe, for the Sake of a little 
* Gain or Friendſhip, They had tobb'd him of 
* what he Hoſt valued, his People's Love and Af- | 
ec fection. | 
Henry the Sith was the Reverſe of his wil 
und great "Father, in the whole Conduct of his 
long, weak, and turbulent Reign. He had no 
ſdonet taken io his Hands the Power of the Go- 
vernment, than he beſtowed the whole Admini- 
ſtration of it on 6ne wicked Miniſter or another, 
ll by their Means he was deprived of his Dig- | 
, Libefty and Life. William de la Pole was 
| His Girl Prime Miniſter, and was ſupported in x 
Kis. of his Power by the Aſcendant the Queen had gain'd 
el 1 v er her Husband, even after the King had con- 
. Periv'd a juſt Averſion for him. The Oppreſſion 
Al., of the Subject at home, the Loſſes we ſvſtain'd 
395. Abroad, and the Contempt brought upon our 
Councils, by Sffolt's Ignorance and "Blunders, rai- 
if ſed the Nation's Diſcontent to the higheſt Pitch. 5 
357. They ſaid, It was no Injury to pitch upon 
1 8 Aecber; King, ſince the preſent Sovereign had 
ki * depoſed himſelf in Effect, by ſuffering the Queen 
en. and Suffolk to over · rule all. The Commons at 
. length impeach d him for Treafon, and the Lords 
committed him to the Tower; but during a Re- 
t 3 ceſs ol Parliament, the Queen procured his En- 
I — ltgement, and reſtored him to his former Fayour. 
is was ſo highly reſented by the Nation, that 
Edurt were obliged at laſt to baniſh him, in 
order to fave his Life; but That proved ineffec- 
al; for the Ship in which he embark d for 
Faure, was EE and taken by anorher Ship 
— belonging to the Duke of mc and S 2 
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Fan brbeated by 
Sands. The next 1 1 
| was the Duke of Somerſet ; 


Queen, ruling and governing all, as he 
pe Nation was by no Means diſpoſed to a Re P: 11 
< bellion againſt» the King; (for no Harm was 
meant Him, good Man, who did no Ill to any, 


but againſt the Queen, the Duke of Somerſet, *#* J 
8 The firſt Attempt the Nobles made 4 


1 — on the Duke of Somerſet, whom they 
© cauſed to be arreſted in the Queen's Bed- 


« his Charge in the enſuing Parliament. Accord- 
e ingly he was there accuſed of high Treaſon; 


for the Houſe of Tork; the Court too raiſed an 
Army, which was corally defeated ; the King him- 


_ « was lain in the Action.“ The reſt of this Reign? 55 1 


2 « eil; but he was ruled — Pavourites and by His 


N — 3 92 
* r . 


he Cape en Der 
er in his Wenn, | 
o, as Hiſtory in 2-4 
nd + 8. 1 
dads 


forms us, roſe high in Favour with the Kin 


and deſired the Nation's Welfare in all Things) vi 
ws — his Cabal, who uſurped the regal Autho- 


« Chamber, and ſent to the Tower, in order ol 
* to anſwer the Crimes that ſhould be laid -to +38 


*« but by the Queen's Influence that Parliament was :2>.Y 
« diſſolved and the Duke was ſet at Liberty.” 
Upon This, the Nobles roſe in Arms, and declared ibid. 


ſelf © was taken Priſoner, and the Prime Miniſter 14, 


was one Continued Scene of civil War, till it end- 
ed in the King's Murder, and in the Transfer of 17 
the Crown to — Family. The Character 1.5 ibid. 
ven this Prince in Hiſtory is, That he might ꝰ. a 
have been as good a King as England ever had, 
< if he had — by a wiſe and good Coun- NY 


« Queen, _ whoſe. — Aſſuming the ref 


& Poyer beyond her Sphere made it "thought n 


Rebellion to take it out of her Hands, and pat 
55 it where it would be better ordered, and was 


42 more due. The King's Fall was much pitied, 
ne as to 3 [ED undeſerved ; but che | 
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*433- but relyed upon the Advices of @ well choſen Coun- 
ci, and on his own Abilities This Conduct ac- 


„ 


him, when it was ſnatched away by the Treachery 


— rear neo ns 
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good Capacity always led him into the Meaſures, 


K indom, ſo That made him in general more an 
Object of the Peoples Affections, than was to be 
expected in a Time of ſuch Conſuſion and Blood - 


Sir Thomas More obſerres, by which Occaſion was 
, = aicer his Death, to the Uſurpati:n- of his 
rother Richard) was his over Fondneſs for the 


Queen; at whoſe Importunity he promote d her faſt 
Friends, beyond what either their Eirth or Abilities 
could entitle them to; by which the ancient Nobi- 


lity and the great Commouers were diſobliged 
Father, loſt his Crown and Life. 


ed no Inſtance of a Prime Miniſter, unleſs the 


= fy « 
1 
by {1 


27. 499. it was, who firf ſet the Crown on this Uſurper's 


d his ExpeRations ; or elſe he was apprehenſive 


acquired Dignity ; for he ſoon after engaged in 
a Conſpiracy againſt him, which proved fatal to 
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| | e tit was Judged beter One /uffer an Injury, rather 
Wug6:. < than the whole Nation _ i 
| 2 fg. Edward the Fourth, though perhaps too much 


Engizod, addicted to Pleaſure, was in the main a wiſe and 
l. J. able Monarch. He never had a Prime Miniftcr; © 
quired him a Crown, and This recovered it tor 
of ſome, in whom he moſt confided. ' As his own 


moſt conducive to the Honour and Intereſt. of the 


58. ſhed. The only Weakneſs of his Reign (and, as 


| 441 3. Edward ibe Fifth, by this bad Politicks of his 
1483. \., Richard the Third, in his hort Reign, afford- 
bid. Duke of Buckingham may deſerve that Title. He 
. 501. Head; but either he was not gratified, according 


that his Maſter could not long maintain his ill- 


. ny them both; for the Duke was at firſt taken and 
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raiſed, was not to be queltd, but by the nad efitie.p 7. 
| the L/urper: : 3 


London, and came as far as Black Heath, where? 60. | 


King's Love of Money increaſing with his Age, 


N W „ 
Foes 5 


Heury the Seventh” was indesd to prudent a 1485. 


Prince, tu truſt his whole Power in the Hands of 
any one Miniſter; and yet he often gave more Au- 71 


thority to a Few, than was conſiſtent either with HY 
his great Sagacity. or his Intereſt. An unhappyp. 636. 
Love of Money frequently betrayed him into this 
Miſtake in Government, and made him rather em- 


pPloy the baſe Inſtruments of gratifying. that Paſ= 


lion, than 1ross. who were better quality d tor 
the real Service of the State. To this unpopular 
Foible, in a Britiſh Sovereign, were owing many 


of thoſe Inſurtections, which, under a weaker Po- 
lirician, mult have ended in Deſtruction. The zrip. of. 
_ oppreflive Subſidy. in 1489 (though granted in England 


Parliament) cauſed a Rebellion in the North, in Vol. I. p. 
which the chief Promoter of the Tax, the Earl 798. 
Nangbumberlaud, fell a Sacrifice to popular Reſent-  - = 
Another Parliamentary Aid in 1496 was 
o eticvous to the Corniſh Men, that they roſe in ibid. 7. 
Arms, to oppoſe the levying it; and after ſome 61 fe ; 
Succeſs in the Hef, march:d in a Body on te. © 


1 
565 


they encounter d the royal Forces in a. pitcht Bat= 
tle, Towards the latter End of this Reign, the 

Empſon and Dudley, Tnoss LERCHES or int ue wy 
Prop (as Lord Bacon calls them) built their 929. o, ; 
Greatneſs upon their fingular Talents of deviſing 5 955 14 


new Methods, how to raiſe Money; in which they” © * 

ſo cruelly ſqueez” d and oppreſs'd the Subjects, + & 4 

whilſt the King's Coffers abounded with Treaſure, _ 
which ne cate not uſe, that in the End the whole > C 
Kingdom was diſpoſed to rebel. Ihe Hiſtorian I 
therefore recounts it, as one of the Felicitics of % = 
this Reign * That an e Death with- 633. 


e 
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tune; which certainly, in regard of the great 


% have come upon him. 


309. 
A. 


| | 4444. p. 6. the People's Hearts from their Sovereign, were be- 


headed on the 18th of Auguſt, 1510. This wiſe 
Love; which he preſerred for many Tears, till 


. HWolſey, ſtaggered their Loyalty. The Character of 
= this ambitious Stateſman has been ſo often ſer forth 

of late, in all its Colours, that I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve at preſent, that he engaged his Maſter in 


16. funk the Honour as much as they drain the 


- 4 2 reaſur e of the Nation; that He was ſo inſolent 


7. 58. his Maſter's Actions, but under the Title, Ve did 
Sud. p. ſo; that he fold his Sovereign's Aliance, by Turns, 
25. do every Potentate in Europe; till at length there 
30. 34. was ſcarce a Prince left, who thought it worth the 


. 106. ſo vaſt an Eſtate, as to form a Project of making 


| Hiſt. of himſelf independent of the Crown. I ſhall «nd 


Pol. 2. Times, the moſt partial to him, the Lord Herbert 
— 14 * fays, LO Error was that He and —_——_ 
„,, inveſted with a hateful Multiplicity of Offices, an 

.. „ Places ; which as it drew much Envy on the 


itil „ Cardinal in particular, fo it derogated no little 


ſſeemed to exhauſt it all. Since it beeometh 


: 
we 


dee the King from any future Blow of Fer- 
Hatred of his People, had not been impoſſible to 
Henry the Eight found no other Method of re- 
calling the % Affections of his Subjects, but by 
or giving up to publick Juitice thoſe two wicked 
. 2. Miniflers, Empſon and Dudley ; who, being 
, guilty of that very worſt of Treaſons, alienating 
Act procured the new King the whole Nation's. 


the oppreſſive Conduct of his own Prime Minifter, 


Lid. p. many fruitleſs, inglorious Expeditions abroad, which 


». 35. 2 tO plurp the regal Stile; ſeldom ſpeaking of 


; | Free „and laſt of all, that he accumulated 


England, his Character, with what the Writer of thoſe 


* trom the regal Authority, while one Man alone 


„ Princes _ 


4 were never more effectually gain'd, than by ſuch 


The popular Diſcontents were revived by 


1536, which occaſioned a moſt formidable Rebel-ibid. p. 
lion in Lincolnſhire, Vor tkſbire, and other Parts; 27 205s | 


* oppreſs d both the Clergy and the Laity ; 412 


c as to incur the Note of a Criminal, when In- 


e. ed by the People with many Acclamations, 
that witneſs their Joy; /0 impatient are rbey iu. 


9 r l 


« all 3; Me 


& attainted in Paialnent "of Krim 
is mormous, and ſuch as deſerved capital Puniſh- 


5 Princes to ; da. like che $M 8 9 
c they ſow the Ground, which is to ſcatter, | | 


ce not throw all in one Place. The Diſgrace and 
Impriſonment of this overgrown, Monſter of 


Power (in which he died of Gricf) ſoon reco- 


« vered the ſtraying Afſections the People, who 


* 4 Sacrifice; but this hippy4 — laſted not long. 1 * 
many Changes in Religion, aud by the exor tant. 
Power thrown into the Hands of Cromwel, who tv. 


| was made Privy Seal, Lord Chamberlain, Knight” SY 


of the Garter, aud Vicegerent General in Spiriti 


222. 
To him Lord Herbert attributes the Taxes 1 f 


conſiſted of no leſs than 30,000 Men, who were? · 3 


not diſpers d, but upon Promiſe of calling a Hees > 8 A 
Parliament. To him he likewiſe 3 the 5. 


heavy Taxes in 15 39, which he ſays, © equall) 


made the Author of them ſo univerſally harcd, ang, | 
that the King gave Way to the Accuſations 4 
<« againſt him; and then it was evident he mult -+- 
« fall. For it was impoſſible that one, who med- 
aled ſo much in all the great and publick "NF I 
fairs, ſhould not in diverſe ſo miſtake and err. 


© quiſitions were made againſt him. The Dil- 
grace and Impriſonment of Cromwell was receiy- 
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Ta 


Fortune of © AVOURITES. 
ts being imputed to Him, every | 
for a hetter Age. He was 4 
great and f 


one began to f 


men 
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% 4 


« | ment; but as He» was not permitted 1 to anſocr- 4 Fa 
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. « rous ; ; but 5 few vitied Him, that all was paſt o- 
ver, and he was executed on Tower hill, in Jux 
. 1540,” The reſt of this Reign, as it was tree 
| from any Prime Miniſter, ſo was it likewiſc en : 
lebellions. | 
. Edward the Sixth, during his ſhort Reign of 
. had no leſs than 2 Prime Miniſters. 
The firſt was the Duke of Somerſet ; who, though ' 
„Uncle to the King, and Protector of the Kiog- 
2 dom. by Election, could not avoid the Fate, that 
io this Country naturally atiends on too much 
—_ when veſted in the Hands of one Subject. 
* The engre(ſi ng the Regal Authority was his only 
Crime; 'This raiſed Inſurrections rhrouzh the King- 
dom; Th's united the Chief ot the Nobility againſt 
os. him; This procured his Impriſonment in the Low- 
p. et in 1549; and loſt him his Head in 1552. 
The ambitious Author of his Ruin, the Duke of 
' Northumberland, ſucceeded him in Power, and 
* ſoon became the Object of rhe Nation's Hatred; 
He even contrived to fix the Crown upon a Lady, 
"who had married into his own Family; and when 
i he bad brought his Royal Maſter to conſent to 
32 that Settlement, he was FS > ſuſpected ro have 
. 320, poyſoned him. Sir Joby Hayward and Godwytn 
P. 327-both agree, that this Suſpicion was founded on no. 
trivial Conj. ctures. The former of theſe Writers e 
- [325 Jfays, Ihe People left nothing unſpoken, which || 
* might ſerve to ſtir Hatred againſt Northumber- 
« jand, and Pity towards the King; but the Duke 
« was nothing moved hereat ; for being equally 
s gbſtinate, both in Purpoſe and Deſire, and mount- 
* ing his Hopes above the Pitch of Reaſon, he 
© refol ved then to diſſemble no longer, * began 
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on Spain. It met with the univerſal Diſapprob 


the Nation in a War with France, in which we loft; 39 


affected the poor 
mediate . of her Dent. 


| wiſe and glorious Reign, not one Pines er 


© {> little Diſtindtion, as to prevent any from get: p. 363. 


© entire” Upon this Maxim ſhe always model'd 


to! which 
Reign 2 1 
1 Mp. 515 


left is Head i In 1 
ary, in her Reign, had but ont Þ 


1 58 1 Bithop of Winchefer; who made the Hitt, f 
Nation a Scene of Blood an Ye 
to obtain for himſelfa CardinaFs Hat: For that 1 | 


Defolation, in order 9 15 


Purpoſe, he promoted and accompliſhed that hate - 


ful Spaniſh Match, which, had it proved fruitfa}, 


muſt have made this Illand 2 Province dependent 4 f 
24. ibid. . 
tion of the Peo ople, and raiſed a Rebellion; which: 339 , 
but for an accidental Diſappointment; had. probas i 
bs overturned the whole — This a . 3%. 
— Diſguſt occaſioned thoſe Articles in the Tren; 7341 
ty of Marriage, whereby the Liberties of this King:). 345: 
om were ſecured, as much as Vordi can fecure 2 
againſt Power.. Gardiner: blandering Politicks, in Y 
contriving ſo unnatural an Alliance; ſoon involved #id. 5. 


important Harbour of Calais; a Loſs, Which 151777 5 ; 


, deluded Queen, as to be the ĩur in 35% 16 = 


that 7 


Queen Elizabeth ſucceeded; "and;: in « ber kong . 


appeared. Her People's Love was the ſtrong — ,*cdY 
of her Government, as their Intereſt was the of · 
ly Drift of her Councils. Camden ſar ys, On at 4 ob 
& whom ſhe ever admitted into her "Miniftry; the z * | 
“ beſtowed her Favours with ſo much Caution and ver I. 


cc 
ting the Aſcendant over Her; w whereby 
„ remain'd Miſtreſs of her ſelf, preſerving. their 


, Affections. and her own Power and Authority 


her Miniftry therefore, in 1568, ſhe proteCted, Bit. of 
Cecil ( afterwards Eord Burkrgh 9 even f her zag 
D greateſt 1 15 
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hc 
greateſt perſonal Favourite,the Earl of Leicefler, who 


with other Lords had conſpired. his Overthrow; || * 
and ſome Years after, ſhe as firmly ſupported. Lei- I 
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4 ] he 
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_ cite againſt the Artifices of Cecil. She ſent the 0 
4. 7. Earl of Leiceſter in 1586, to aſſiſt the Dutch againſt ! 
71. the King of Spain. He was thereupon choſen || © 
it ' Governor of the united Provinces ; but no ſooner of 


did the States complain of him, for abuſing his great 10 
Power, but this // Queen recalled her Favorite wth | | *: 
. Diſgrace. The Perſon, whom the next honoured V' 


Wl... With. the higheſt Marks of her Favour, was the Earl « 
„ of Eſſex ; but when he began to affect a Superio- 1 
„. 509, Tity over his Fellow Minifters, aſſuming more Au - 

13 66 


'* thority than his Miſtreſs intended, for his Share, 
626. ſhe openly curbed his overweening Ambition; | © 


* 

8 0 

1 % 4 
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.. turned him out of his Employments; and called c 
4 . him to Account for his Coudutt in them. This <6 
-. . aſpiring Stateſman hereupon enter'd into Cabals « 
5 _ 


_ againſt her Meaſures, in order to force himſelf 
into Place; his principal Scheme for this Purpole | © 
|... Was, by contriving a Rupture between the Queen 
and the next Heir to the Crown; which proving 
- _ "abortive, he was at laſt conſtrained to undergo the 
-Juit Puniſhment of his traiterous Conſpiracies. 
Janes the Firſt ſucceeded this great Queen; and 
though he was too weak to tread in her Steps, yet 
be reaped many happy Benefits from her juſt 
" Adminiſtration ; which had created in the Minds 
of the whole People ſuch an habitual Reverence for 
the Throne, as all his bad Policy. could never 
quite extinguiſn. His was, in Truth, the Reign of 
Pine, Minifters. Sir Robert Car was the firſt ; who, 
for ſome Time, was forced to ſhare in Power 
with the wiſe Cecil, Earl of Salisbury; and ſo long 
Affairs were tolerably well conducted; bur, 
E upon Cecil's Death, Sir Robert took full Poſſeſſi- 
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* on of the King's Favours alone; receiving al 
So Packets, and diſpatching Anſwers, without the" 
Knowledge of the King or Council; or, if the 


place at Court, or Dignity in State, to be be- 2 


- Smile, as giving it, or their Bounty that enjoy d 
It, 
_ * by his ſcandalous Sale of Offices, it was thought 
he engroſs'd a Maſs of Coin, as if his Soul in- 


© before the King his crying Guilt.” The King Bit. of | 


Maſter, was only confined to a mean obſcure Re. . s 
out rhat publick Puniſhment, which he deſerved. 
ingbam, who for many Years was ſole Governour of p. 76%. «| 
tions with Places, Penſions and Grants from the, 734 

1 bountiful Maſter, in the Manner, which may be ex- 


ſet his Heart upon a Match between his Son ang . 


knew how univerſally he was deteſted, reſolved to Cl. HH. 
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„King did know, his Love had hoarded up ſuch > 
* a Confidence in him, as he laid out al on that 


Stock. He graſpt at all Employments; not Hift. of 


** caring whom he diſobliged, or what Malice he England. 
pulled upon himſelf; nor would he ſuffer any *. H. 
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« ſtowed, which was not ſiweetned with his 


72 


So that by his many foul Devices, and. 


intended to take her Eaſe. This and his other 
Miſcarriages procured him ſuch a Number of 
* Underminers, that he ſtood upon a tottering 
Foundation, having no Support but the royal 
* Favour ; which was at laſt removed, by laying 
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conſented to his Trial, and many of bis Creatures England. 
were put to Death for their Share in his Offences, #®; 5 . 
but he himſelf, to the no ſinall Diſcredit of 1 600. | 
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treat, in which he Jangaiſh'd oat his Days, with-' 2 


The next Prime Miniſter was the Duke of Buck: ibid. 


all Affairs, and enrich'd bimſelf and all bis Rela P. 728. 


Crown ; for which he ſoon after rewarded his, = on 


pected from all ſuch Favourites. The King had 


the Infanta of Spain, which was juſtly odious t0-zng, of © 
the whole Nation; Buckingham therefore, ho England, 
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Ti fair. He firſt propoſed tc ney - 
into Spain, which he afterwarde forced the King 
rem. to conſent to; and this (as Lord Clarendon 
„ * ſays) proved the Means, whereby that deſigned 


\| ele. „Marriage, which had been ſo many Years in 


e 1.“ Treaty, was ſolely broken; for, upon their Re- 
Bos. turn, the King found that the Prince was totally 7 


2 


ged the Parliament to addreſs the King againſt 


. accompliſhed, by procuring ſome leading Men in 
: the Houſe of Commons to carry up an Impeach - 


. ment. And now he knew the King would never 
23, forgive him; he therefore reſolved to keep his 


_ ſoon turned that into a violent Feyer, in which he 
ue died; not without ſtrong Suppoſition of his bei 
roland. poiſoned by 2 Plaiffer which Buckingham app! 
f 1.5 = _— ' Ef" 1 : 
, conficmed, inaſmuch as it was well known 
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Tord ci endan ſays) “ That when King Jaun Clarend 
* avowed in Parliament, for which be had noty,, 43 


Authority, or the leaſt Direction from him, an 
| * only a reſolute and brisk Counſellor to aſſiſt him -4 


, © he expected every Day. No Wonder then if "I 
this poor King did not long ſurvive the Ear] of ; 


, ſtead of that, He placed his intire Confidence -4 


and State were given by him; all his Kindred 


© in Honour, Riches or Offices, that he thought 


towards their Sovereign.” The fruitleſs Ru 
pedit ions abroad, and the oppreſhve Methods 


Hatred this Nation bears to Pxtms MIA 
EA s, raiſed a Diſcontent againſt the Govern-,, 4. 


5. à great Fart whereof himſelf knew to be falſe yp. 42. 
and that he had adviſed an utter Breach of t 
te Treaty; and to enter upon a War with Spain, 
*: He was infinitely offended. So that he wanted — i 


in deſtroying the Duke; and ſuch an one he 
** promis'd himſelf in the Earl of Briſol, ubm 


BriftoPs Return to England. 2m, 
Charles the Firſt, as the Lord Clarendon ſays, 162% 
came to the Crown with as univerſal a Joy in 
* the People, as can be imagined. It. was er- % „ 
*. pefted by Thoſe, who knew the great Jealouſy zg, 24 
< and Indignation, that the Prince had heretofore '-? 
** conceived againſt the Duke of Buckingham, for 
* having been once very near ſtricking him, Th 
& He would now remember that Inſolence, “ 
* which He then ſo often complained. But in- 
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jn him, the moſt that ever King had ſhewed to 
any Subject. All Preferments in the Church 


& and his Friends were promoted to the Degree 


e fit, and all his Enemies and Enviers were 6 * 
“ countenanced,as he appointed. This ſoon wronght - © 
* a viſible Change in the Affections of the Nation 


of 26. 3% 
. | Dons 2 . „ 
raiſing Money at home, joined to the i 


1 
* 4 


+ * 
3. 5 


ment, p. 26. 
. - AY - 
| _— 
0 * 22 
ä 


* I 
. - 2 


—_—_— arhdch oveir this Mats Death (hott by # 5 
12 bee Private Hand) could not appeaſe. Lord Ae | 
2 ;dou ſay s himſelf that The Venom of his Time 
g — © ended and got Vigour, till from one Licence 
Wo; 1. to another it pr ed, until the Nation was 
* 1. v7 corrupted to that "monſtrous Degree, that it 
1. 1 ſatiated and weary of the Government.“ 
eed the continuing the fame, Meaſures, this 
„. of Prime Miniſter had ſet on Foot, till the Liber- _ 
}| ngland ties of the Nation were thought in Danger, and in 
| * * the End the liſtening almoſt entirely to the Coun- 
* fel of the Earl of Strafford (who from a buſy Stickler 
ſor Liberty in one Adminiſtration, was becom e the 4 
— of arbitrary Power in another) brought 
4 Ion that diſinal Scene of Confuſion, in which the 
11. "King was unhappily deprived of his Crown, Liber- 
. ty and Life. 

I 63, Thus I have given a ſhort Account of the Reigns, 
| 56 ſtom the Conqueſt down to the Reſtoration, as 
= 53. to that ſingle Article of Prime Minifers ; which I 
= Mall cloſe with one remarkable Sentence of the 

| Hiſforian, whoſe Authority I have chiefly made 
ie of in the foregoing Pages. The Favouw- 
220 F« jtes of every Prince were always odious to 

« the Englihh People. Not only Self Love, En- 

4 vy, Ambition, Diſguſt and Revenge do natu- 

Ff rally create an Averſion to any Ons Subject, 

e who ſeems to engroſs and appropriate to him- 

© ſelf the common Father of the People. But the 
. laudable Affections, that prompt to Impartiality, 

&« Tenderneſs to our Prince, and Love to our - þ 
Fi Country, all conſpire to make every indifferent: 
w_ 40 Perſon an Enemy to the Oxs powerful Fellow' . | 

ji 4 1 &« Aember, that commands over the Head, and wy 
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=_ - **,ofurps over the whole Body.” . - iet F 3 
% It would ſcarce have been "fas, K 4 am * N 1 ” 
| Wi 3 | would FEES: been prudent, thus to enterain; | 7% 


7 ag, „ 


Itzbe Publick with the diſmal Conſequences, that © 3 
I Have hitherto followed, upon veſting all Power in 
* One Man, bur at a Time like i D when it is 1 55 4 
the loy of all good Men to fee that there isno : AM 

| one. Prime Miniſler at the Helm; but that ſeveral © © 
| equally able, equally virtwm and great Hen join, 
draw on the well-allanced Machine of State, which © 
therefore cannot, as I piay it may not totter. 
I 1 ſhall conclude this ſhort Abſtra& of Hiſto r, 
with the Obſervation of as wiſe a Politician, 5 
ever England bred. © That there never yet was 
n Prime Minifler in Britain, but either broke 
| © his own Neck, or his Maſter's, or both, unleſR 
* He ſaved his own by ſacrificing his Maſter's. 2 
e As the Reader may perhaps be deſirous. to be» 
„bold at one View the diverſe Caſualities of he 
I ſundry Prime Miniflers above-mentioned, I hare 
3 | Here ſubjoined a Table of Ihe. 
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